
Property Details Contact Information

Site Name Old Gem Theater Municipal Contact Beth Thompson

Address 116 S. Knowles Avenue Phone Number 715-246-4268

City New Richmond Email bthompson@newrichmondwi.gov

State Wisconsin Web Address www.newrichmondwi.gov

Zip Code 54017

County St. Croix Property Contact Richard Coleman

Space Available 8,376 sq ft (3,966 mian level, 1,388 

basement finished, 2,362 basement Phone Number 651-346-8544 / 715-246-3285

unfinished, 660 second floor)

Lot Size 0.11 acre Email boxoffice@oldgemtheater.com

Primary Building Type Theater/Commercial/Retail/Multi-Use

Currently Zoned Z6 Central Business District

Sale Price Please contact owner for details

Come and own a beautiful part of history!!  Historic Theater located downtown New Richmond! Built in 1910 of poured 

concrete with a brick facade. The Old Gem is a charming art deco style theater that offers the finest in live 

entertainment including guest artists, comedy nights and music. The Gem has a single level auditorium with no 

balcony. The projection booth and cry rooms are reached via stairs at the front of the building. It has a small outer 

and larger inner lobby, separated by the box office. Equipped the theater with state of the art sound and projection 

equipment. They installed the first generation of stereo sound and a wide screen in the 1950s. The theater retains a 

distinctive art-deco decor with many original fixtures and renovated art-deco murals on the walls. The facade has 

returned to its original 1914 lines.

The Old Gem Theater has a long history as a community-gathering place and focal point for high quality 

entertainment in New Richmond and St. Croix County.   Originally called the ‘Gem’ the theater was opened in 1916 

as a vaudeville house.   With the advent of film, the theater was quickly converted to a movie house, playing the latest 

entertainment of the times – silent films.  Throughout the 1920s, the Gem was the region’s only movie house for 

silent films and later, talkies.  In 1960, candidate John F. Kennedy made a historic visit to the Gem giving a speech to 

area residents during his campaign for President.  By the late 1980s, the aging building had fallen into disrepair.  In 

the fall of 1990 the building underwent extensive restorations and was re-outfitted for live theater, and became the 

new home for the “Stagedoor Players.”  

In 2002 new owners, Rick Coleman and Kathy Welch, re-christened the building the ‘Old Gem Theater’ in honor of 

the building's historic and cultural significance to the city of New Richmond and the St. Croix River Valley 

communities. 
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